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Homework – Important Information 
 
Dear Families, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to detail how homework is set for your child at The Lowry Academy. We 
have been working to ensure that homework is purposeful for students and provide clarity regarding both how 
homework is being set and the frequency that it can be expected. 
 
Homework is vital to ensuring success: our homework policy is grounded in reviewing the knowledge students 
have learnt in their lessons, which makes it more likely this knowledge will be retained in their long-term 
memory. It also supports revision for assessments and enables students to develop valuable skills in personal 
organisation. Students who regularly complete homework to a high standard make more progress than 
students who don’t.  
 
When will homework be set? 
For years 7-9 students will be set homework on a Friday and due the following Friday by 4pm. All homework 
will be set using an online learning platform – Sparx, Microsoft Teams or Languagenut as this provides students 
with immediate learning feedback. Students in KS3 will complete homework from English, Maths, Science 
weekly with History, Geography and Spanish being set fortnightly. 
 
At KS4, students will be set homework for all subjects with English, Maths and Science being weekly and 
option subjects following a fortnightly cycle. Homework will be a bespoke mix of utilising online platforms 
alongside coursework and exam consolidation practice to meet the requirements of each subject discipline. 
Homework will be set on a Friday and due a week later by 4pm. This is slightly different regarding year 11 - 
Maths and Science homework completion by Thursday 8am with English homework being due by Friday 8am. 
 
More clarity, with information regarding homework expectations and completion, will be provided by a 
homework summary located on the school website (‘students’ tab with a link to ‘homework’) – it contains live 
links and guidance videos to access all homework in one place for clarity. 
 
What support is available? 
We of course understand that some students find homework a difficult task and are still developing these 
study habits. It is for this reason that we put as much support as possible in place in school to help them. 
Lowry Academy provides opportunities for homework completion every day at lunch and after school in L8 
where students will have the support of teaching staff plus a full use of computers. We ask that you encourage 
your child to attend this support if they are struggling to complete any homework on their own at home.  
 
What happens if a student doesn’t complete their homework?  
All pupils are expected to have completed their homework by 4.00pm the following Friday (Thursday / Friday 
8am for Y11). 
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Here at the Lowry academy, we welcome your full support in ensuring all pupils complete their homework on 
time and will ask students who have not completed either homework to complete a compulsory homework 
detention. These will take place at the following times:  
 

Years 7 & 9 – Tuesday (3pm) 
Years 8 & 10 – Wednesday (3pm) 
Year 11 – Thursday or Friday (Lunchtime) 

 
If your child is absent on these days, they will be expected to attend a detention on a Thursday after school.  
 
How will I know if my child has a detention? 
We will send you a text on a Monday, to notify you if your child has a detention that week, reminding you of 
which day this will be on. We have made the decision not to run any detention on a Monday, so that we can 
give you at least 24 hours-notice.  
 
How can you help your child with their homework?  
Provide a quiet space for your child to focus on their homework each week. Encourage them to start their 
homework early so they can get help from their teacher or at one of the homework clubs before the deadline 
if needed.  
  
We hope you agree that homework will play an important role in growing your child’s understanding, success 
and confidence in their learning.  If you have any questions regarding homework, students can freely ask their 
subject teacher or please email me – michael.mcguinness@lowryacademy.org.uk 
 
On behalf of the Academy, we welcome your full support in ensuring that all students succeed at the Lowry 
Academy. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
M. McGuinness 
Lead Practitioner 
Senior Vice Principal 
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Mental Health Awareness Day – Friday 10th October 2025 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
As part of our support for Mental Health Awareness Day on Friday 10th October, The Lowry Academy will be 
taking part in “Hello Yellow” – a national initiative to show young people they’re not alone with their mental 
health. 
 
Students should attend in full school uniform as normal, but are welcome to wear a yellow accessory to 
mark the day.  This could be: 
 

• A yellow hair bobble, clip, or bow 
• A pair of yellow socks 
• A yellow neck scarf 

 
We look forward to seeing a splash of yellow across the school as we raise awareness and show our support. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
The Lowry Academy 
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Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Please see the information below from Salford City Council regarding the flu vaccine. 
 
 

 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
If you have a child aged 2 or 3 years old you should receive a letter in September or October from your GP 
inviting your child for a free nasal influenza vaccination. We would encourage you to ensure your child receives 
this protective vaccine; this will help to prevent the spread of influenza in children and also in friends and 
relatives who may be at risk of complications from influenza. It will also prevent time spent away from work 
looking after a sick child, if applicable.  
 
The nasal spray influenza vaccine is also available for all school aged children and offered routinely to all 
children in school. The vaccine is given as a single dose of nasal spray squirted up each nostril. This is not a 
needle (a big advantage for children), the nasal spray works even better than the injected influenza vaccine. 
The vaccine is very safe with few side effects and has been used for a number of years in the UK. 
 
It’s quick and painless and will mean your child is less likely to become ill, resulting in less time away from 
school, if they come into contact with the influenza virus. Its brand name is Fluenz. 
 
Children are good at spreading influenza, because they tend to sneeze everywhere and don't use tissues 
properly or wash their hands. Vaccinating them may also protect others that are vulnerable to influenza such 
as babies, older people, pregnant women and people with serious long-term illnesses. A common 
complication of influenza can be bronchitis; occasionally this can become serious and develop into 
pneumonia and even cause death. 
 
Questions and answers are on the back of this letter that will hopefully answer any queries you may have.  If 
you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact your GP, community pharmacist, school 
nurse or Health Visitor.  
 
If anyone you know falls into the at-risk groups encourage them to have the influenza vaccine to prevent them 
becoming ill. 
 
Yours faithfully  

 

Gillian McLauchlan   
Deputy Director of Public Health   
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What is Influenza (flu)? 
Flu is caused by a virus and cannot be treated with antibiotics. The most common symptoms of flu are fever, 
chills, headache, aches and pains in the joints and muscles, and extreme tiredness.  Healthy individuals 
usually recover within 2 to 7 days but for some the disease can lead to hospitalisation, permanent disability 
or even death. 
 
Can I avoid flu? 
The best way to avoid catching and spreading flu is by having the vaccination before the flu season starts! 
 
If I get flu how do I reduce the risk of spreading it to someone else?  
To prevent spread: cover the mouth and nose with a tissue when you sneeze or cough, dispose of the tissues 
and then wash your hands. “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it.” 
 
Who should have the flu vaccination? 
Even if you feel healthy you should have the free flu vaccination if you are: 
From 1 September 2025: 

• pregnant women 
• all children aged 2 or 3 years on 31 August 2025 
• primary school aged children (from Reception to Year 6) 
• secondary school aged children (from Year 7 to Year 11) 
• all children in clinical risk groups aged from 6 months to less than 18 years 

 
How do I get the flu vaccine? 
The vaccines should be given during October or early November. If you fit the above criteria speak to your GP 
or Practice Nurse to book a vaccination appointment and get the best possible protection.  
 
How effective is the flu vaccine? 
The annual flu vaccination will protect you against flu this coming winter. No vaccine is 100% effective; 
however, people who have had the flu vaccine are less likely to get flu. If you do get flu despite having the 
vaccine, it will probably be milder than if you haven’t been vaccinated. 
 
Flu vaccines side effects – what are they?  
The flu vaccine does not cause flu. However, you may experience some mild side effects after having the 
vaccine, such as a slight temperature and cold-like symptoms for a couple of days afterwards. The flu vaccine 
only protects against flu, but not other illnesses caused by other viruses such as the common cold.  
 

Can the flu vaccine be given to my child at the same time as other vaccines?  

Yes. The flu vaccine can be given at the same time as all routine childhood vaccines.  The vaccination can go 
ahead if your child has a minor illness such as a cold but may be delayed if your child has an illness that causes 
a fever. 
 
 
 
 

  

Back to Contents 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Cold-common/Pages/Introduction.aspx


 

 
 

Page | 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Back to Contents 

 

 


